MELISMAS

Residences and sound-walk series

Dear Friends, we are offering a residencies
programme with series of sound-walks
to listen at a distance to the Azan* singing
and how its sound is radically modulated
by the rural landscape of Demre (Turkey).
This initiative is based on the ideas than
Sajjra Xhrs Galarreta applied when making
a radio piece broadcasted by Q-O2/
Oscillation Festival – Tuned Circuits 2021
(Belgium), by the online radio stations Kool
Kast (France), by Ma3azef – Badlcukwind
show – (Tunisia) and lastly by Concertzender
(The Netherlands).
Our sound-walks also involve live listening
of the soundscape through electromagnetic
fields, underwater sounds and other vibratory
phenomena.
It is also possible to do the residency on your
own, without being part of the sound-walks.
You can watch a trailer of our call for participations, listen
excerpts of the radio pieces and find more documentation
of the project in this link:
cielopresenteytotal.wordpress.com/7-2/prjcts/mlsms

*The Azan is the Islamic call to pray, sung
by a muezzin at prescribed times of the day
from a high Minaret placed in a mosque

It is not required to have any skill in sound,
arts or any specific discipline to join this
residency. All the activities will be in English,
Spanish or Russian language but it is not
necessary to speak these languages.
There are specific details about the residency program, conditions, contact persons
and the COVID-19 cares below.

Program Resume
After one day of rest and introduction, we
will have three days of sound-walks to listen
to the Azan from different locations. The
time of the Azan changes daily in relation
to the sunlight, so the schedule specified in
the picture beside is an approximation. Our
sound-walks also will involve live listening
of the soundscape through electromagnetic
fields, underwater sounds and other vibratory
phenomena. A basic introduction to audio
recording and editing can be given to participants who need it. A sound recorder,
contact mics, a hydrophone, electromagnetic
sensors and headphones will be available to
use during the sound-walks and workshops.
Between and during the sessions of listening
we will practice silent contemplation and
other exercises to enjoy the landscape as an
acousmatic experience and as an acoustic
and visual modulator. Moreover we will have
discussions of the implications of these
practices in different aspects of life, culture
and human knowledge. All the activities
described above will have a duration of six
hours daily divided in different sessions.
Between these sessions the participants
will have free time to alternate the sound-

Here are the names
(in Turkish and Arabic)
of the calls to pray
and their sample times:
İmsak (Fajr) – 04:36 am
Güneş (Sunrise) – 06:04 am
Öğle (Dhuhr) – 13:05 pm
İkindi (Asr) – 16:47 pm
Akşam (Maghrib) – 19:52 pm
Yatsı (Isha) – 21:14 pm

walks with other optional activities such as
swimming in the sea, visiting ruins of the
Lycian civilization (first millennium BC) and
collective cooking sessions.
Over the course of the year, the temperature typically
varies from 5° to 20°C (colder seasons) and from 21°C
to 35°C (warmer seasons) . It is suggested to bring
protection for the sunlight, for the heat and for the
mosquitos in summer. Open shoes and shoes to walk
on sharp rocks and mountains plus a lighter and
a sleeping bag would be helpful too for any season.

Conditions
If you want to join our residency and sound-walks, please read this document
carefully and write to us proposing a date for a brief online interview.

The cost of the residence is 230 euros
per person

A cost reduction or an exchange
could be applicable

The cost includes: the participation in the
sound-walks, accommodation in Demre and
food (breakfast, lunch and dinner) for four
days. For special diets and care please contact
us. The accommodation will be in a two-place
bedroom or in a single room in a two-storey
house plus common spaces to share: two
bathrooms, living room, roof terrace, garden
and balcony. The workshop participants will
share this house with two person from the
“Melismas” team. The house is located 150
meters from the Aegean Sea, close to a road,
a forest, a beach and many swimming places.

For participants coming from Turkey, Ukraine,
Russia and other countries with a hard
economical situation or for any people that
can not afford the cost of the residence
completely a cost reduction or an exchange
could be applicable. This reduction will depend
on the development and sustainability of this
residence project with the other participants.
Please do not hesitate to contact us to ask
if this possibility is already available.

The sound-walks and accomodation
is intended for two people per session
In the case of three or more people coming
together please contact us to coordinate and
see the possibility of accomodation.

It is possible to rent the rooms or a place
to sleep in a collective space for extra
days after the sound-walks.
The price is 10 euros per extra day per person
(food is not included). It is also possible to rent
the rooms, without necessarily participating in
the soundwalks. The price is 15 euros per day.

For participants that need
an official invitation
We can write and sign a formal letter as
organizers of these residence and soundwalk series. It is also possible to get an official
invitation letter from Aloardi Collective (www.
aloardi.org). In the latter-case there are some
special conditions and outcomes that we
and Aloardi will ask from a participant for this
collaboration. In this case the participation
in the sound-walk could be considered part
of the “Aloardi Residence Program’’. You can
get in touch with us to know more about
this possibility.

If you are coming from Europe
It is possible to get in touch with us to share
information about available and cheap ways
to travel from Europe or from Istanbul via local
transportation. You have to get to Antalya
City and from there take local transportation
to Demre. It is also possible to meet us
in Antalya City with previous coordination.

We invite you to reserve
your participation
After the interview, if we see that we can offer
you what you are looking for and if you decide
to join our residency, a deposit of 30 euros will
be requested to confirm your participation and
reserve the date. In case of cancellation by
us, all the money will be refunded. If the artist
cancels up to 30 days before the date
of the residency, 15 euros from the deposit can
be refunded. After this date, it is not possible
to refund any percentage of the deposit,
unless the artist has an emergency to cancel:
migratory dealings at the borders or airport,
sudden changes of pandemic regulations,
accidents, etc. In this case 20 euros of the
deposit could be refunded but official proof
(official documentation) could be required.
Once booked, it is possible to change the
date of residence to a closer one without any
additional cost, if we still have free slots.

Participants must commit to mention this series of residencies
and sound-walks and the authors in the credits of any work
or publication with material or content related to this project
The form of this mention could be discussed with participants. Ex: “Sound
installation by -name of participant- ”, with a reference to our project somewhere
in the credits, ex: “Recorded during my attendance at the series of residencies
and sound-walks ‘Melismas (voices modulated by Anatolian landscapes)’ led by
Sajjra Xhrs Galarreta and Margarita Milova”. The same case if participants want
to use any material that our team produces for our own documentation and
promotion. For example: “Photos by Margarita Milova”. Participants are wellcome
to make their own documentation of the experience.

The house where we will be staying belongs to a traditional Turkish family and is surrounded
by a few similar familiar-houses with a very quiet atmosphere. Those who are interested
in participating in this initiative must commit themselves to keep the rooms, outdoor areas and
utensils of the house clean and in the state in which they are, as well as commit themselves
to not disturb the tranquility of the inhabitants of the area including plants and animals. In case
of any disturbance, the participants must assume the responsibility and extra economic cost
of their acts if applicable.

COVID-19
The Turkish government requires the completion of an online form and to follow
some travel restrictions. For more details visit the following links:
Online registration form: register.health.gov.tr
Turkish travel restrictions: turkishairlines.com/en-us/announcements/
coronavirus-outbreak/turkey-travel-rules
The house where we will stay is located in a rural area on the edge of a small
town (called “Demre City”). There are a lot of isolated and outdoor spaces
around so the effects of COVID regulations are almost not felt in the area.
If you travel by land or air from Istanbul to Demre (Antalya) it could be necessary
to have a HES code (which is given by filling out the International Arrivals Form
mentioned above). It is also possible to get this code online via a simple and
quick process.
Read more information in this link: eliteworldhotels.com.tr/blog-en/ what-is-hescode-what-does-it-do-how-to-get.3630.aspx

Photos and layout design by Margarita Milova

Contact us
FB: sajjra sajjra
Skype: chatarror
Email: galchrs@gmail.com
Sajjra Xhrs Galarreta

WhatsApp: +79965633779
Margarita Milova

We can talk via FB chat, Skype and other means too.
Email me or text Margarita to coordinate an appointment previously.
sajjra.net

